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Willard, was taken care of; he was a poor man, and Indiana paid her
governors only $1,300 a year. So he was permitted to select a rich man
to be postmaster at Indianapolis with the understanding that the new
appointee would keep the governor in funds. Thus provided for, Wil-
lard settled down to his steady occupation of drinking himself to death,
which was now and then arrested by brief periods of reform. Wright's
organization, left out in the cold, would be more earnest than ever in
its support of Douglas.18
The remaining state in the Northwest was the Little Giant's bailiwick
of Illinois. Internally the party was in fine shape, for Douglas had de-
veloped a relatively compact and harmonious organization. There was
only one possible danger. Would the new administration play ball with
him on the federal patronage? How was rotation in office going to
work? Douglas soon learned that it would be rigorously applied. The
Senator who had recommended most of the present incumbents must
acquiesce in their retirement at the end of their terms. However, as he
and his congressional associates would name their successors, the game
to a large extent was still in his own hands. In one instance, the rule
should be made to work to the advantage of his organization.
Douglas set out to get rid of his Chicago postmaster. He originally
had recommended Ike Cook, liquor dealer, speculator, and political
manipulator; but Cook had proved a poor administrator, and thievery
had developed in that important mail center. Pierce had been on the
point of firing him. The Senator now recommended William Price, a
wealthy contractor, who was willing to give financial support to James
W. Sheahan, editor of Douglas's organ, the Chicago Times. Price was
named, but Cook was to have his revenge.
Douglas's Illinois organization was disappointed in most of its patron-
age ambitions outside the state. Not only were its hopes of a cabinet posi-
tion blasted, but its concerted effort to have John McClernand appointed
to a foreign post was frustrated; the assignment of Wright to Berlin was
all that the Northwest seemed entitled to in diplomacy. The best office
Illinoisans secured was the governorship of the territory of Nebraska,
which went to Richardson. The straw pointing straightest in the direc-
tion of the wind was the elevation of Colonel R. B. Carpenter. He had
applied for the Chicago postmastership, but Douglas refused to recom-